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Bullfights and bravado

SHOW: Carmen — The
Ballet

CAST: South African
Ballet Company, with
guest artists from
Cape Town City Ballet
and Pro Arte Hoer-
skool
CHOREOGRAPHER:
Veronica Paeper
VENUE: The Mandela
at Joburg Theatre,
until August 29
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Veronica Paeper’s d'lormgraphy
aims to visually replicate those
aural i
Asa snﬂasastor}r. Carmen
is much more raw than many of the
classics and does not polish
the edges to it pretty. This is
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and it really shatters the illusion.
Carmen is a brawling seductress
with a violent streak and a foul
mouth; she is, of course, also very

beautiful and inspires burning

passion in men.
She’s an intriguing character, in-

ing to watch and, as the par-
ents behind me discovered, a
litﬂcﬁniﬁmhwuphntutbe

young ballet fans in the audience. . . .and it adde to-the poignancy and . ﬁmhmncmuumwmmmwmmm

rebellious streak in Burnise Silvius,
As Carmen she is sexy, cocksure and
dangerous, and there is often a bold
htﬂesnu]eonhtrhpsﬂm?uts
she is having a great deal
dancing the character.
But Carmen is not ;uatthegamc—
side, Edis ﬁu
a one suspects, desperate for
love or understanding. At the end of
the Second Act, she submits to Don
José (danced by guest artist Adam
Thurlow) in the The Flower Son
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mterpretation allows a
der s tough hunnhra
i and she quickly returns to
self, but you don’t forget it
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