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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release 

The South African Ballet Theatre presents Romeo & Juliet 

with a diverse line–up of guest artists.

As part of The South African Ballet Theatre’s (SABT) on-going tenth-anniversary celebrations, the company is proud to present ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at the Joburg Theatre from May 27th to June 19th 2011. Romeo and Juliet will be staged on the Mandela stage at the Joburg Theatre with all performances accompanied by the SABT Sinfonia. The presentation of this season was made possible by a generous grant received by the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF). 

The tragic love story was last staged in 2007 to critical acclaim and returns by popular demand with several new cast members. These include well-known dancer Kimbrian Bergh, a founding member of SABT who returned from New Zealand to South Africa for this season. Ballet lovers will remember Kim’s athletic style and magnetic dangerous stage presence. 

Also returning to SABT is guest artist Juan Ledo who performed with SABT during its season of The Nutcracker in 2010. This elegant Argentine is perfectly cast as Romeo and is sure to bring his trademark elegance to the role. SABT Principal dancer Burnise Silvius is cast to perform the role of Juliet alongside up and coming SABT soloists. Dancers such as Thomas Thorne, Robin van Wyk, Celeste George and Laura Bosenberg from Cape Town City Ballet will also be joining the cast alongside new SABT members Michael Braun, Emma Corbett, Alexander Todd, Carlos Santos, Jonathan Rodrigues and Keegan May who make their SABT debuts this season. Also joining the cast are regular guest artists Manuel Noram, Andre de Beer (who will perform the role of the Friar), Fiona Budd (as Juliet’s nurse) and Reegan Visagie.

In an exciting move, SABT Artistic Director Iain MacDonald has invited special guest artists Thulani Chauke, Thabo Kopeli, Shaun Mothupi, Phumlani Nyanga and Charlie van Rooyen from Vuyani Dance Theatre to participate in the season. This is the first time that SABT and Vuyani Dance Theater will collaborate and Iain said “I have long been an admirer of the strength and vitality of the Vuyani Dance dancers and am thrilled to have them share our stage this season”.

Please visit wwws.saballettheatre.co.za for casting information. 

Inspired by William Shakespeare’s heart-rending saga of Romeo and Juliet unfolds against a passionate vendetta between two families in Renaissance Italy. The choreography vividly brings to life the story of Shakespeare’s star crossed lovers set in the grand vista of Verona-where joyous gatherings and carnivals could turn in an instant to violence.  Sergei Prokofiev’s score, conducted by Timothy Roberts, evokes the tenderness of first love with the tumultuous events this doomed love incites.
Special (shortened) performances of the ballet will be presented for just R50 per person at 11h00 on June 1st, June 7th and June 14th. These performances are an ideal introduction to the story for Grade 10 learners studying it as a set work. 

Where: Mandela stage at the Joburg Theatre, Loveday Street Braamfontein Johannesburg 

When: 27 May to 19 June 2011:

1. Friday 27 May @ 8pm (Opening Night and Half-price night)

2. Saturday 28 May @ 3pm

3. Saturday 28 May @ 8pm 

4. Sunday 29 May @ 3pm

5. Wednesday 1 June @ 11am(Schools Performance)

6. Thursday 2 June @ 7.30pm



7. Friday 3 June @ 8pm

8. Saturday 4 June @3pm

9. Saturday 4 June @ 8pm

10. Sunday 5 June @ 3pm

11. Tuesday 7 June @ 11am (Schools Performance)

12. Wednesday 8 June @ 7.30pm
13. Thursday 9 June @ 7.30pm

14. Friday 10 June @ 8pm




15. Saturday 11 June @ 3pm

16. Saturday 11 June @ 8pm

17. Sunday 12 June @ 3pm
18. Tuesday 14 June @ 11am (Schools Performance)

19. Wednesday 15 June @ 7.30pm


20. Thursday 16 June @ 3 pm (Public Holiday)
21. Friday 17 June @ 8pm

22. Saturday 18 June @ 3pm

23. Saturday 18 June @ 8pm

24. Sunday 19 June @ 3pm


Reservations: (011) 877 – 6898 or 0861 670 670 or www.joburgtheatre.com
Price: ticket prices range from R50 to R290

For further information: www.saballettheatre.co.za or call 011 877 6898.

The South African Ballet Theatre also acknowledges the sponsorship for this season as well as The South African Ballet Theatre by National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF), Air France, Avis, Bidvest Group, Vox Telecom, Travel with Flair, Rand Merchant Bank, Southpoint, MAC, Pattingtons, Newsclip, The Arts & Culture Trust (ACT) and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
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